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1. 33. Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) was tried by the Inquisi-
tion in 1633, forced to abjure his scientific heresies, and for
a time imprisoned. When Milton visited Galileo he was
confined in his own villa at Arcetri., near Florence, not
exactly a prisoner, but still subjected to many restrictions
imposed upon him by the Inquisition. Milton thrice refers
to Galileo in his works; ' Paradise Lost,' i. 288, v. 262;
'Areopagitica,' ed. Hales, p. 35.
P. 10,1. 17. Milton returned to England about the end of
July, 1639. Charles Diodati was a physician, Milton's
schoolfellow at St. Paul's, and nephew of the Geneva
Professor of Divinity, and died in August, 1638. Transla-
tions of the ' Epitaphium Damonis' are to be found in
Masson's Life of Milton, ii. 85, and Cowper's Poetical
Works (p. 458, Globe ed.). 'The Epitaphium Damonis3
is memorable as Milton's last attempt in serious Latin verse.
He discovered in this experiment that Latin was not an
adequate vehicle of the feeling he desired to give vent to.
In the concluding lines he takes a formal farewell of the
Latian muse, and announces his purpose of adopting hence-
forth the " harsh and grating Brittonic idiom " (Brittonicum
stridens).3 Pattison, Life of Milton, p. 41.
P. 11,1. 16. Milton's views on education are embodied in
his tract < Of Education : to Mr. Samuel Hartlib,' published
in June 1644, and reprinted at the end of his minor poems
in 1673. He begins by saying that 'the reforming of
education' is ' one of the greatest and noblest designs that
can be thought on, and for the want whereof this nation
perishes/ He defines education thus: * I call a complete
and generous education that which fits a man to perform,
justly, skilfully and magnanimously, all the offices, both
private and public, of peace and war.3 The system of educa-
tion he actually pursued is described by Phillips, p. xvii; see
also Masson's Life of Milton iii. 231-255. Pattison, in his
Life of Milton (p. 49), agrees with the criticism expressed by
Johnson on p. n, 11. 17-24.
1. 30. Refers to Cowley's scheme for the establishment of
what he terms ' a philosophical college' entitled ' A proposi-